Worksheet on parallel structure

Use parallel structure to edit the following sentences :

1. People who stereotype ethnic groups are often feeling insecure, act immaturely, and ignore others.
2. I like to run in the park, sleeping late, and it's also fun to make home videos.

3. Heated mattress pads are popular because they can be turned on to heat up a bed, turned off at bedtime, and keep the bed warm throughout the night.

4. Before the negotiators could formulate a rule, they needed to establish a standard of emissions and specify a deadline for compliance. A procedure for wood stove testing was also necessary.

5. We aim to explore strange, new worlds; to seek out new life and new civilizations; so that we can boldly go where no man has gone before.
6. The project will be useful both to show how coal is liquefied and in revealing the quality of the coal models for kinetic studies.

Parallel structure is extremely important in bulleted lists, like in CVs. Look at this example:

I am responsible for: 

· editing copy 

· Supervised layout 

· I have three years experience as a news writer. 

This is non-parallel, and must be changed.

I have:

· Edited copy 

· Supervised layout 

· Spent three years writing news. 

This is better, but emphasises the number of years only in the last item.

I have:

· Edited copy 

· Supervised layout 

· Written news for three years. 

This is better but is still not completely balanced.

I have:

· Edited copy (one year) 

· Supervised layout (two years) 

· Written news (three years). 

or

I have experience

· editing copy (one year), 

· supervising layout (two years) and 

· writing news (three years). 

Note the absence of the colon, and the presence of the comma and the conjunction; this is simply an ordinary sentence, broken up for visibility.

Exercise 13: Now make these lists parallel:

1. To restrict your salt intake, you should:

· not add salt at the table;

· use only a little salt in cooking

· do not use bicarbonate of soda or baking powder in cooking

· avoid salty food like tinned fish, roasted peanuts, olives

_____________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2.   

· You should check that the details on the medical certificate match those on the person’s information card.

· You should check that the certificate has been completed correctly and conforms to the rules on validity.

· Also, that the certificate covers the period of absence.

_____________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________

3. When the committee’s work began, it established the following aims:

· make the regulations simple to understand and up to date in structure and layout

· to update forms and leaflets when necessary with details of current fees

· the creation of a document summarising details of the regulations

· recent changes in legislation should be taken into account

_____________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________

