ENG1D

Short Stories


“Lamb to the Slaughter” (written by: Roald Dahl)

Instructions: Read the story “Lamb to the Slaughter” (pg. 10-18 of your Sightlines textbook) and complete the following: 

PART A – Comprehension:  Answer the following questions in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper.

1) Describe Mary Maloney, at the beginning of the story. What kind of wife does she appear to be? How is her behavior different today?

2) How can you tell that Patrick Maloney is preoccupied?

3) What news does Patrick have for Mary?

4) How does Mary feel about this news? What clues does the writer give about how she feels as she hears this news?

5) Why does Mary go to the grocery store? 

6) Identify the irony in this story and how it is created, using specific examples from the text. 

7) What type of character is Mary? Explain your response.

8)  What type of character is Patrick? Explain your response.

9)  Who is the protagonist of the story?

10)  Describe the setting.

11)  What type of conflict(s) is/are present in this story?

Part B - Analysis
Fill out an official Police Report for this case (on reverse).

Part C – Creative Writing

Write a letter in Mary Maloney’s voice to her sister after the murder of her husband. The purpose of the letter is for Mary to reveal the TRUTH about her thoughts, feelings and motives. Your letter should be approximately 1 ½ - 2 pgs written, double-spaced.

